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upon the disclosure of a copending abandoned
application, such disclosure iz available as a
reference.

It has also been held that where the reference
patent refers to a copending but abandoned ap-
plication which discloses subject matter in com-
mon with the patent, the effective date of the
reference as to the common subject matier is the
filing date of the abandoned application. Ex
parte Clifford, 40 U. 8. P. Q. 152; Ex parte
Peterson, 63 U. S. P. Q. 99; and In re Switzer
et al, 612 O. G. 11.

%01.03 Pending Applications

U. 8. applications which are pending before
the Office are secret and so are not available as
references (101 Rule 14) except that claims in
one application may be rejected on the claimed
subject matter of a copending application of
the same inventor or assignee (305).

Published abstracts of pending applications
are references (901.06 (d)g.

901.04 V.S, Patents

The following different series of U. S, pat-
ents are being, or in the past have been issued.
The date of patenting given on the face of each

copy is the publication date and is the one usu-

ally cited. The filing date, in most instances
also given on the face of the patent, is ordi-
narily the effective date as a reference.

X-Series. These are the approximately
10,000 Ea,tents issued between 1790 and July 4,
1836. 'They were not originally numbered, but
have been arbitrarily assigned numbers in the
gequence in which they were issued. When
copies are ordered, in addition to the X number,
the patentee’s name and date of issue must be
given, since copies in stock are filed al-
phabetically.

1836 Series. The mechanical, electrical, and
chemical patents issued since 1836 and fre-
quently designated as “utility” patents, are in-

cluded in this series. A citation by number

only is understood to refer to this series. This
series comprises the bulk of all U. 8. patents
issued.

Reissue Series. Reissued patents (1401)
have been given a separate series of numbers,
preceded by “Re.” In citing the lefters must
be given, e. g., Re 1776. The date that it is
effective as a reference is the effective date of
the original patent application, not the filing
date of the reissue application,

A. I Series From 1838 to 1861, patents cov-
ering an inventor’s improvement on his own
patented device were g_z,riven a separate series of
numbers preceded by “A. 1.” to indicate addi-
tional improvement. In citing, the letters
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must be given, e. g.
patents were issued.

Plant Potent Series. When the statutes were
amended to provide for patenting certain types
of plants (ghapter 1600) these patents were
given a separate series of numbers. In citing,
the letters “P. P.” must be given, e. g., P. P. 13.

Design Patents. Patents for designs (Chap-
ter 1500) are issued under a separate series of
numbers. In citing, the letters “Des” must
be given, e. g., Des. 140,000,

901.05 Foreign Patents

For a comprehensive list of the patent pub-
lications officially issued by foreign govern-
ments and detailed instructions for their use
see “Manual of Foreign Patents” by Belknap
Severance, 161 pages, published 1935 by the
Patent Ofiice Society.

A pamphlet entitled “Guide to the Search
Department of the (British) Patent Office Li-
brary,” is published by the British Patent Of-
fice. A copy of this pamphlet is in the Scien-
tific Library., Appendix 1 of this pamphlet
consists of a concordance of British, United
States and German classes.

901.05 (a) Citation Dates and Infor-
mation About Foreign
Patents

For citation of the number of pages of draw-
ing and specification of a foreign patent see
T07.05 (e).

Complete copies of patents issued by the fol-
lowing countries have been received in the past,
and except for Russia, are now being received.,

Awustralia. Patents were formerly published
by Queensland (1860-88), Vietoria (1877~
1902), New Zealand (1861-78) and New South
Wales. :

In Australia, the publication of the pre-
viously printed specification is completed by a
notice published within two or three weeks {rom
the date of acceptance of the complete specifi-
cation, which date is printed on the face of
the patent. It does not become effective as a
patent until sealed. The time interval between
publication and sealing date varies according
to opposition, extension, ete. The date of ac-
cgaptgmce of the complete specification should be
cited. '

Austrig. The publication date, which should
be cited, is indicated by “Ausgegeben.”
_Canade. The Canadian Patent Office issues
illustrated briefs in its Official Journal and
until the beginning of 1949 these wers the only
patent reference material available. However,
starting with Patent No. 453,746 of January 4,
1949, complete copies are being received for
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